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WEAPONS 
 

 

1. POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The possession or use of a weapon, concealed or otherwise, by any student, shall 

be prohibited, upon or in the vicinity of school premises, while on a school bus or 

in other school transportation, or at any time the student is engaged in any school 

sponsored activity.  The use of a weapon away from school premises may also be 

prohibited, as more clearly defined below. 

 

2. DEFINITIONS—The following definitions are applicable to this policy: 

 

A. Whenever the term “Weapon” is used in this policy it shall mean any one 

of the following: 

1)   Any instrument or device commonly used for attack, defense, to 

inflict bodily harm and/or to intimidate other persons. 

2) Other weapons defined in 571.010 RSMo. Including the following 

weapons:  blackjacks, concealable firearms, explosive weapons, 

firearms, firearm silencers, gas guns, knifes, knuckles, machine 

guns, projectile weapons, rifles, shotguns, spring guns or 

switchblade knives. 

3) Articles designed for other purposes but by inappropriate use could 

easily be used to inflict bodily harm and/or intimidate may be 

classified as weapons when so used.  Examples are belts combs, 

pencils, files, compasses, scissors, etc. 

The term “weapon” shall not mean weapons brought onto School District 

property with permission of the Superintendent or the Principal and which 

do not otherwise violate this policy, such as firearms used during a 

Conservation Commission hunter safety course, or, antique or display 

firearms used solely for educational purposes. 

 

B. Whenever the term “Class I Weapon” is used in this policy it shall mean 

articles designed for other purposes but by inappropriate use could easily 

be used to inflict bodily harm and/or intimidate others, when such items 

are so used.  Examples of these items are belts, combs, pencils, files, 

compasses, scissors, chains, cafeteria trays, etc. 

 

C. Whenever the term “Class II Weapon” is used in this policy it shall mean: 

1) any knife, butterfly knife, dagger, dirk, stiletto or bladed hand 

instrument that is readily capable of inflicting serious physical 

injury or death by cutting or stabbing a person; or, 

2)       any knuckles, including any instrument that consists of finger rings        
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or guards made of a hard substance that is designed or adapted for 

the purpose of inflicting serious physical injury or death by striking 

a person with a fist enclosed in the knuckles; or, 

3) any blackjack, including any instrument that is designed or adapted 

for the purpose of stunning or inflicting physical injury by striking 

a person; or, 

4) any switchblade knife, or whatever length that opens automatically 

with a button or other device or opens by force of gravity or 

application of centrifugal force; or, 

5) any throwing stars or other similar instruments or devices. 

 

D. Whenever the term “Class III Weapon” is used in this policy it shall mean: 

1) any fireman or other weapon that is designed or adapted to expel a 

projectile by the action of an explosive, including but not limited 

to:  firearms, concealable firearms, machine guns, rifles, shot guns 

and spring guns; or, 

2) any explosive weapon, such as an explosive, incendiary or poison 

gas bomb or similar device designed or adapted for the purpose of 

inflicting death, serious physical injury, or substantial property 

damage; or a device designed or adapted for delivering or shooting 

such a weapon; or, 

3) any gas gun, such as a gas ejection device, weapon, cartridge, 

container or contrivance other than a gas bomb, that is designed or 

adapted for the purpose of ejecting any poison gas that will cause 

death or serious physical injury, but not any device that ejects a 

repellant or temporary incapacitating substance; or, 

 

4). any projectile weapon, such as any bow, crossbow, pellet gun, 

paint gun, slingshot or other weapon that is not a firearm, which is 

capable of expelling a projectile that could inflict serious physical 

injury or death by striking or piercing a person. 

 

5). any item or device purported to be any of the weapons defined in 

paragraph 1 D 1 through 4 above. 

 

3. PENALTIES 

 

Violation of this policy shall result in the following penalties: 

 

 A. Possession of a Weapon 

 

1) If the student is in possession of a Class II weapon upon or in the 

vicinity of school premises, while on a school bus or in other 

school transportation, or at any time the student is engaged in any 

school sponsored activity: 
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- The principal shall suspend the student for ten (10) school 

days with a recommendation that the Superintendent extend 

the student’s summary suspension and/or recommend to the 

Board of Education that the student be expelled from the 

School District. 

-       The Superintendent shall extend the student’s summary  

suspension for up to one hundred eighty (180) school days 

if the Superintendent finds no mitigating circumstances. 

 

2) If the student is in possession of a Class III weapon upon or in the 

vicinity of school premises, while on a school bus or in other 

school transportation, or at any time the student is engaged in any 

school sponsored activity: 

- The principal shall suspend the student for ten (10) school 

days with a recommendation that the Superintendent extend 

the student’s summary suspension and/or recommend to the 

Board of Education that the student be expelled from the 

School District. 

- The Superintendent shall extend the student’s summary 

suspension for up to one hundred eighty (180) school days 

and shall recommend to the Board that the student be 

expelled from school. 

 

B. Use of a Class I Weapon 

 

1) If the student displays, flourishes, or uses a Class I weapon upon or 

in the vicinity of school premises, while on a school bus or in other 

school transportation, or at any time the student is engaged in any 

school sponsored activity: 

- the principal shall suspend the student for up to ten (10) 

school days and, depending upon the circumstances of the 

conduct, may recommend that the Superintendent extend 

the student’s summary suspension and/or recommend to the 

Board of Education that the student be expelled from the 

School District. 

- The superintendent shall extend the student’s summary 

suspension for up to one hundred eighty (180) school days 

depending upon the circumstances of the conduct. 

 

C. Use of a Class II Weapon 

 

1) If the student displays, flourishes or uses a Class II weapon upon 

or in the vicinity of school premises, while on a school bus or in 

other school transportation, or at any time the student is engaged in 

any school sponsored activity: 
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- the principal shall suspend the student for ten (10) school 

days with a recommendation that the Superintendent extend 

the student’s summary suspension and/or recommend to the 

Board of Education that the student be expelled from the 

School District. 

- The Superintendent shall extend the student’s summary 

suspension for up to one hundred eighty (180) school days 

and shall recommend to the Board that the student be 

expelled from school. 

 

2) If the student displays, flourishes or uses a Class II weapon away 

from school premises which results in a summons being issued to 

the student, charges being filed in court against the student, or 

conduct which can otherwise be verified to the satisfaction of the 

principal: 

- The principal shall suspend the student for ten (10) school 

days. 

- During that period of time, the Superintendent (or 

designee) shall determine whether the student or the 

student’s presence in school constitutes a continued threat 

to the good order and discipline of the school. 

- In that event, the Superintendent (or designee) shall 

suspend the student for up to one hundred eighty (180) days 

with a recommendation to the Board of Education that the 

student be expelled from school. 

 

3) If the student assists, aids or abets a student or non-student in any 

act described in paragraph 3 C 1 or 2 of this Policy, which results 

in a summons being issued to the student, charges being filed in 

Court against the student, or conduct which can otherwise be 

verified to the satisfaction of the Principal: 

- the Principal shall suspend the student for ten (10) school 

days. 

-       During that period of time, the Superintendent (or  

designee) shall determine whether the student or the 

student’s presence in school constitutes a continued threat 

to the good order and discipline of the school. 

-   In the event, the Superintendent (or designee) shall suspend    

 the student for up to one hundred eighty (180) days with a  

recommendation to the Board of Education that the student 

be expelled from school. 

  

D. Use of a Class III Weapon 

 

1) If the student displays, flourishes or uses a Class III Weapon upon 

or in the vicinity or school premises, while on a school bus or in 
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any school transportation, or at any time the student is engaged in 

any school sponsored activity: 

-       the principal shall suspend the student for ten (10) school 

days with a recommendation that the Superintendent extend 

the student’s summary suspension and/or recommend to the 

Board of Education that the student be expelled from the 

School District. 

-       The Superintendent shall extend the student’s summary 

suspension for up to one hundred eight (180) school days   

and shall recommend to the Board that the student be 

expelled from school. 

   

2) If the student displays, flourishes or uses a Class III Weapon away 

from school premises which results in a summons being issued to 

the student, charges being filed in court against the student, or 

conduct which can otherwise be verified to the satisfaction of the 

principal: 

-       the principal shall suspend the student for ten (10) school  

            days. 

                                    - During that period of time, the Superintendent (or 

designee) shall determine whether the student or the 

student’s presence in school constitutes a continued threat 

to the good order and discipline of the school. 

-       In that event, the Superintendent (or designed) shall  

Suspend the student for up to one hundred eighty (180) 

days with a recommendation to the Board of Education that 

the student be expelled from school. 

 

3) If the student assist, aids or abets a student or non-student in any  

act described in paragraph 2 D 1 or 2 of this Policy, which results 

in a summons being issued to the student, charges being filed in 

Court against the student, or conduct which can otherwise be 

verified to the satisfaction of the Principal: 

-       the Principal shall suspend the student for ten (10) school  

            days. 

- During that period of time, the Superintendent (or 

designed) shall determine whether the student or the 

student’s presence in school constitutes a continued threat 

to the good order and discipline of the school. 

-       In the event, the Superintendent (or designee) shall suspend  

the student for up to one hundred eighty (180) days with a 

recommendation to the Board of Education that the student 

be expelled from school. 
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Adopted: March 20, 2003 

 

Cross Refs: JG, Student Discipline 

  JG-1, Discipline of Students with Disabilities 

 

Legal Refs: 161.161, .171, 571.010, RSMo. 

 

 

 

The School District of Strafford R-VI, Strafford, Missouri  

                                 

 

 

 

 

 


