
FILE:  IGBA-R-1 

 

 
 

PROGRAMS FOR HANDICAPPED STUDENTS 
 
Self-Contained Learning Disabilities Guidelines 
 
1. Every student shall have at least one semester of regular classroom experience.  D'S, F's or limited 

grades at mid-quarter or at the end of the first quarter may warrant further evaluation.  Exceptions for 
every student will be made.  An early screening may be held at the request of the classroom teacher.  
Returning students should have at least two weeks of regular classroom experience before a referral 
is made.  New students should have at least four weeks of classroom experience. 

 
2. The following programs will be provided before a student is placed in S.C.L.D. 
 
  1. Resource L.D. 
  2. Chapter I programs 
 
3. Retention may be considered.  This will depend on the degree of severity of the evaluation. 
 
Resource L.D. 
 
Before referring a child for Resource L.D., please review the following.  (Exceptions for new students will be 
made.) 
 
A. New or returning student at beginning of school (new referral):  Observe child for 3 weeks.  This 

gives the child time to adjust to our system, and readjust to being in school again.  Save samples of 
work and make notes on specific observed behavior.  At the end of the third week, submit a list of 
potential students; they will be screened during the fourth week. 

 
B. First Graders:  Observe child for 2 weeks.  Save samples of work and make notes of specific 

observed behavior.  At the end of the second week, a conference will be held with the classroom 
teacher, the L.D. teacher, and possibly the counselor and/or principal.  At the end of three weeks, all 
first graders referred will be screened. 

 
C. New child (coming into system during the year):  Observe child for two weeks before requesting a 

screening.  Save samples of work and make notes of observed specific behaviors.  The child's 
previous records should have arrived before testing. 

 
D. Exceptions:  If a student's problem is serious enough to warrant an exception, notify elementary 

counselor. 
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E. Behaviors to look for: 
 
 1. Appears to have average or above average intelligence (IQ). 
 
 2. Erratic pattern of grades (high in one area, low in another; OR does well one day 

and poorly the next). 
 
 3. Check records for normal visual and hearing acuity. 
 
 4. Watch for letter and number reversals, especially in the 2nd grade and up. 
 
 5. Difficulty in following directions.  (Is student hearing and understanding?) 
 
 6. Discrepancy between verbal communication and written work. 
 
 7. Hyperactivity. 
 
 
Adopted: 
 
Strafford R-VI School District, Strafford, Missouri 
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