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CONFIDENTIALITY OF SCHOOL LIBRARY RECORDS 
 
The Strafford R-VI School District recognizes the need for the protection of the confidentiality of school library 
records as defined in HB1372 of the Missouri Statutes and the policy statement adopted by the American 
Library Association (ALA Policy 52.5, 54.15). 
 
Consistent with those documents, no person (certified, uncertified, or volunteer) will release any part of any 
library record of any student, faculty, or other library user to any third party except under the stipulations 
defined in Section 2 of HB1372. 
 
Statement of Confidentiality 
 
The members of the American Library Association, recognizing the right to privacy of library users, believe 
that records held in libraries which connect specific individuals with specific resources, programs, or service, 
are confidential and not to be used for purposes other than routine record keeping:  to maintain access to 
resources, to assure that resources are available to users who need them, to arrange facilities, to provide 
resources for the comfort and safety of patrons, or to accomplish the purposes of the program or service.  
The library community recognizes that children and youth have the same rights to privacy as adults. 
 
Libraries whose record keeping systems reveal the names of users would be in violation of the confidentiality 
of library record laws adopted in many states.  School library media specialists are advised to seek the advice 
of counsel if in doubt about whether their record keeping systems violate the specific laws in their states.  
Efforts must be made within the reasonable constraints of budgets and school management procedures to 
eliminate such records as soon as reasonably possible. 
 
With or without specific legislation, school library media specialists are urged to respect the rights of children 
and youth by adhering to the tenets expressed in the Confidentiality of Library Records Interpretation of the 
Library Bill of Rights and the ALA Code of Ethics.  (ALA Policy 52.5, 54.15) 
 
Missouri Confidentiality Law 
 
Missouri's confidentiality law was approved by The 83rd General Assembly of Missouri on June 19, 1986.  
Sections of this law, 182.815/182.817 RSMo, have implications for school libraries.  Special attention should 
be given to Section 2 regarding library records. 
 
The following is taken from HB1372: 
 
570.200.  1.  As used in this act, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following terms shall 
mean: 
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(1) "Library", any public library or any library of an educational, historical, or elementary 

institution, organization, or society. 
(2) "Library card", a card or other device utilized by a library for purposes of identifying a person 

authorized to borrow library material, subject to all limitations and conditions imposed on 
such borrowing by the library issuing or honoring such card; 

(3) "Library material", any book, plate, picture, photograph, engraving, painting, sculpture, 
artifact, drawing, map, newspaper, microform, sound recording, audiovisual material, 
magnetic or other tape, electronic data processing record or other document, written or 
printed material, regardless of physical form or characteristic, which is a constituent element 
of a library's collection or any part thereof, belonging to, on loan to, or otherwise in the 
custody of a library; 

(4) "Notice in writing", any notice deposited as certified or registered mail in the United States 
mail and addressed to the person at his address as it appears on the library card or to his 
last known address.  The notice shall contain a statement that failure to return the library 
material within ten days of receipt of the notice may subject the user to criminal prosecution. 

(5) "Premises of a library", a building structure or other enclosure in which a library is located or 
in which the library keeps, displays and makes available for inspection, borrowing or return 
of library materials. 

 
Section 1.  As used in sections 1 and 2 of this act, the following terms shall mean: 
(1) "Library", any library established by the state or any political subdivision of the state, or 

combination thereof, by any community college district, or by any college or university, and 
any private library open to the public; 

(2) "Library material", any book, document, film, record, art work, or other library property which 
a patron may use, borrow, or request; 

(3) "Library record", any document, record, or other method of storing information retained, 
received or generated by a library that identifies a person or persons as having requested, 
used, or borrowed library material, and all other records identifying the names of library 
users.  The term "library record" does not include non-identifying material that may be 
retained for the purpose of studying or evaluating the circulation of library material in 
general. 

 
Section 2.  Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law to the contrary, no library or employee or 
agent of a library shall be required to release or disclose a library record or portion of a library record 
to any person or persons except: 
(1) In response to a written request of the person identified in that record, according to 

procedures and forms giving written consent as determined by the library; or 
(2) In response to an order issued by a court of competent jurisdiction upon a finding that the 

disclosure of such record is necessary to protect the public safety or to prosecute a crime. 
 
 
Adopted:  October 21, 1993 
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